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ENCOURAGEMENTS. 

The leaven at work. — "Don't be discouraged, brother," 
said a friend of peace in the ministry to one of our agents, 
"your labors will not be in vain. You are sowing the 
right seed; and God will take care that they spring up in 
due time, and bring forth a harvest. I was travelling many 
years ago near the White Hills, and left at a tavern, where 
I stopped, some peace tracts; and in a year or two, I heard that 
an auxiliary peace society had been formed in that town, 
through the influence of those tracts." 

" I hope," said one of our agents to a man that had sub- 
scribed for our periodical, " I hope you will make a good use 
of it in your family, and train them all up to be a generation 
of peace-makers." " O," said he, "I don't need that or 
any thing else to convert me, for I have been settled about it 
from my boyhood. When a boy, I bought of a pedlar an 
essay on peace that made it all daylight to my mind; and 
ever since I have held war in utter abhorrence." 

Such examples show how the leaven of pacific principles is 
working in the community. We confess our surprise at the 
change produced by so small an amount of means; an amount 
so small, that in any other cause it would hardly have left an 
impression on the public mind; and yet it has already started 
the current of popular feeling through the civilized world 
against war. With feelings how different from those of thirty 
years ago, is it now regarded! How altered the tone in which 
the pulpit and the press, the piety, intelligence and virtue of 
Christendom speak of it! And all this accomplished at an 
expense less in twenty-five years than what it costs Chris- 
tendom to support her war-system even in peace for a single 
hour!! 

A new coadjutor in the cause or peace. — The papers 
inform us, that Mrs. Gaines, the wife of General Gaines, has 
lately been lecturing, with great acceptance, in some of our 
western cities, on "the horrors of war." Her husband could 
doubtless furnish her with some startling details from his own 
experience. 
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Pecuniary bonds of peace. — The prince of Orange, re- 
cently elevated to the throne of Holland, abdicated by hia 
father, king William, is said to have owned stock in the 
United States Bank to the amount of $1,000,000. This is 
only one instance out of hundreds; and the vast amount of 
American stocks held by capitalists through Christendom, 
must operate as a strong guarantee of peace. Every dollar 
thus owned by foreigners, would be forfeited by war; and the 
two or three hundred millions thus vested in property on this 
side of the Atlantic, are so many bonds for the preservation 
of peace. 
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8. Siege of Londonderry, 1689. — Londonderry was garrisoned 
by the troops of William the Third, and besieged by those of ins 
father-in-law, James the Second. Although the siege lasted only 
104 days, both armies lost by slaughter, famine, and sickness, fully 
12,000 men, besides the peaceable inhabitants who perished in greet 
numbers. The prices of provisions in the city were during the siege 
as follows: — horse-flesh, Is. 6d. per pound; a quarter of a dog, 
fed on dead bodies, 5s. 6d. ; a dog's head, 2s. 6d. ; a cat, 4s. Qd. ; a rat, 
Is.; meal, Is. per quart. 

9. Siege of Bilboa, 1830. — Accounts from Spain give a deplor- 
able picture of the distress of the inhabitants of Bilboa during the 
siege of that town. The famine was so sore that provisions sold at 
the following prices: — horse-flesh, 2s. 2d. per pound ; half a cat for 
2s. 2d. ; an egg, Is. Id.; a fowl, £1. Is. 8d. The number of poor 
families starved to death is not stated. It is shocking to think that 
men who call themselves Christians can inflict such miseries on 
their fellow-creatures to gratify the lust of gain and ambition. 

10. Siege of Genoa, 1800.— "Massena, with 24,0C0 French 
troops, the residue of the famous army with which Bonaparte had 
overthrown Italy, occupied the city of Genoa. A powerful Austrian 
force, under Melas, advanced along the shores, while a British fleet 
blockaded it by sea. The French, thus besieged by sea and lan>), 
were cut off from all supplies. Even before the city was reduced 
to the last extremities, a pound of rice was sold for five shillings, and 
a pound of flour for eight shillings. Afterwards beans were sold 
for one penny each, and a biscuit of three ounces for ten shillings. 
A little cheese and a few vegetables were the only nourishment 
given to the sick and wounded in the hospitals. Men and women 
in despair, filled the air with their groans and shrieks. Children, 
left by the death of their parents in utter destitution, implored the 
passing stranger; but none either pitied them or aided them. But 
horrible beyond description was the case of the Austrian prisoners 
confined in certain old vessels anchored in the port, for in the famine 



